
WAC 296-307-48019  Cylinder valves.  (1) Cylinder valves must be 
closed before moving cylinders.

(2) Cylinder valves must be closed when work is finished.
(3) Valves of empty cylinders must be closed.
(4) A hammer or wrench must not be used to open cylinder valves. 

If valves cannot be opened by hand, the supplier must be notified.
(5) Cylinder valves must not be tampered with nor should any at-

tempt be made to repair them. If the employer has trouble with a cyl-
inder, the employer should send a report to the supplier indicating 
the character of the trouble and the cylinder's serial number. The em-
ployer must follow the supplier's instructions on what to do with the 
cylinder.

(6) Complete removal of the stem from a diaphragm-type cylinder 
valve must be avoided.

(7) If cylinders are found to have leaky valves or fittings that 
cannot be stopped by closing of the valve, the cylinders must be taken 
outdoors away from sources of ignition and slowly emptied.

(8) The cylinder valve must always be opened slowly.
(9) An acetylene cylinder valve must not be opened more than one 

and one-half turns of the spindle, and preferably no more than three-
fourths of a turn.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 49.17.010, 49.17.040, 49.17.050, and 
49.17.060. WSR 20-21-091, § 296-307-48019, filed 10/20/20, effective 
11/20/20. WSR 97-09-013, recodified as § 296-307-48019, filed 4/7/97, 
effective 4/7/97. Statutory Authority: RCW 49.17.040, [49.17.]050 and 
[49.17.]060. WSR 96-22-048, § 296-306A-48019, filed 10/31/96, effec-
tive 12/1/96.]
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